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Charter Member of the New Community 
United Methodist Church. She is a past-presi-
dent of the Oakhurst Sierra Sunrise Rotary, 
past-president of the California State Society 
of American Medical Technologists, past- 
board member of the Madera County Work-
force Investment Board, past-member of the 
Boys and Girls Club, and past-Chaplain for the 
Oakhurst Elks Lodge. For her service to the 
community, Ms. Scott was the Golden Apple 
Award Recipient for 2005/2006 and was 
named ‘‘Oakhurst Town Mother’’ in 2004 by 
Angels Among Us, Woman of the Year. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Beverly Scott on her 
achievements. I invite my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Ms. Scott and the Yosemite 
Gateway Association of Realtors many years 
of continued success. 
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RECOGNIZING THE HARRISON VAL-
LEY VIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
FOR RECEIVING THE BLUE RIB-
BON AWARD 

HON. HARRY TEAGUE 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I want to 
congratulate Valley View Elementary School in 
Las Cruces, New Mexico, for receiving the 
Blue Ribbon School Award awarded by the 
U.S. Department of Education for dem-
onstrating academic excellence and dramatic 
gains in student achievement levels. 

The Blue Ribbon Schools award was cre-
ated in 1982 to recognize schools where stu-
dents attain and maintain high academic 
standards and are pushed to improve them-
selves and further their dedication to scho-
lastic achievement. This award shows that 
Valley View Elementary School is working with 
its students to improving its academic standing 
and educational excellence. 

Schools like Valley View Elementary earn 
the Blue Ribbon Schools Award because of 
the hard work and the tireless work of its edu-
cators and families. The students also worked 
hard to improve themselves and make sure 
that their hard work paid off. Valley View Ele-
mentary School exemplifies what it means for 
a school to help its students strive towards 
academic excellence. 

I am honored to have Blue Ribbon Schools 
like Valley View Elementary School in my dis-
trict. I commend their achievement and wish 
them luck in continuing their academic 
achievement. 
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MARIE HARRIS 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay respects to the passing of my friend 
Marie Harris. Let this congressional insert 
serve as a tribute to her memory and celebra-
tion of her meaningful life. 

Marie Harris came to Pacoima in 1960 from 
Detroit where she successfully co-owned the 
Elite Boulevard House of Fashions and cap-

tured the ‘‘Formal Award’’ in a nationwide 
competition from the National Association of 
Fashion and Accessory Designers, Inc. Her 
professional success continued as she trans-
ferred her membership with this organization 
to the Los Angeles Chapter and served as 
Fashion Coordinator, spearheading the unfor-
gettable Designers Showcase at the Beverly 
Hilton in 1963 and 1964. She began tireless 
efforts producing a series of Designers Show-
case Fashion Shows to help raise funds to 
build a new edifice and educational unit of the 
Parks Chapel AME Church in Pacoima, and 
continued her work in the fashion world by be-
coming a columnist for the North East Valley 
Post writing two columns weekly, ‘‘Fashions 
LTD’’ and ‘‘Kaleidoscope’’ society scoop. 

Marie was known for her spirit of vol-
unteerism and unwavering dedication to public 
service. In 1980, Marie was appointed to the 
Mayor’s Committee on the city’s Bicentennial 
Celebration in the Sepulveda Basin, which 
motivated her to produce the Back to Pacoima 
Expo at the Hansen Dam Amphitheater to 
honor Pacoima’s trailblazers. One of the many 
results of Marie’s work in Pacoima was the 
naming of ‘‘Plaza of the Stars,’’ a major shop-
ping center located at Glenoaks and Van Nuys 
Boulevards. 

Marie has a history of community involve-
ment and her invaluable service has made an 
indelible mark on the San Fernando Valley. 
She was on the Board of Directors for the 
Economic Alliance of the San Fernando Valley 
Vision 2020 and the Commissioner for the 
Children’s Museum and Commission for the 
San Fernando Valley Fair. She was aptly rec-
ognized as Woman of the Year by Assembly-
man Richard Katz, and later appointed as an 
Honorary Mayor of Pacoima by former City of 
Los Angeles Councilman Ernani Bernardi. 

Marie was a devoted mother, and wife for 
the past fifty years to Alvin Harris, deceased 
in January 2001. She is survived by her three 
children Sidney Alvin, Rolene Marie, Alton 
Keith and five grandchildren. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the life of Marie Harris. 
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HONORING DOUG CARROLL 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor Doug Carroll of San Luis Obispo, CA. 
He is a valued member of the Central Coast 
Community and a valiant champion for all 
those living with Multiple Sclerosis. Since 
being diagnosed, ‘‘Pastor Doug’’ has main-
tained an active schedule, traveling to Sac-
ramento and Washington, DC to lobby on be-
half of all those affected by this horrible dis-
ease. 

Back on the Central Coast, Pastor Doug 
managed to fit in MS fundraising and aware-
ness events between a busy social calendar, 
multiple doctor and physical therapy appoint-
ments and his famous cooking classes at 
Spencer Market. He is a friend and inspiration 
to all who know him. 

Though his health has deteriorated, his de-
sire to educate others about MS has not. 
Countless people in my community have 
learned of the horrible effects this degenera-

tive disease can have on an individual. Pastor 
Doug has handled these challenges with 
grace, good humor and humility. He is an ex-
ample to us all and I am proud to represent 
him in Congress. 
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RECOGNIZING MELVIN FRIERSON 
ON HIS RETIREMENT AS A 
STAFF MEMBER OF THE U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Melvin Frierson as he retires after 23 
years of service to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Mel began his federal career as a staff 
member for Congressman Mel Price, in 1986. 
When Congressman Price passed away in 
1988 and I was elected to fill the vacant seat, 
Mel remained as one of my senior staff mem-
bers and he has served loyally and with dis-
tinction ever since. 

In addition to his work as a member of my 
Congressional staff, Mel has long been in-
volved in local politics and was a precinct 
committeeman in East St. Louis for over 30 
years. Mel is a 33d degree Mason and has 
been involved in Freemasonry for 40 years. 
He was the Grand Master of the Most Wor-
shipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of the State of Illinois for 2 
terms, from 1985 to 1986 and is currently 
Deputy of the Orient for the Scottish Rite, Ma-
sonry, Prince Hall Affiliation in the State of Illi-
nois. 

Mel’s community and charitable involvement 
has been extensive. For years, he has deliv-
ered food to needy families during the holi-
days, often covering the cost himself. He has 
also participated in the Toys for Tots cam-
paign as well as the Relay for Life which sup-
ports the American Cancer Society. 

Mel’s faith and his family have always been 
his cornerstones. He is a long-time member of 
the Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church, in 
East St. Louis. Mel’s family, including daugh-
ters, Ingrid and Kimberly, son Brett and grand-
children have been a source of great pride 
and will no doubt see a good deal more of 
their father and grandfather now that he is re-
tiring. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in an expression of recognition and appre-
ciation for a loyal staff member and good 
friend. 

f 

HONORING MR. TIMOTHY WILL 
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE PEO-
PLE OF WESTERN NORTH CARO-
LINA 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 9, 2009 

Mr. SHULER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Timothy Will of Rutherfordton, 
North Carolina, for his exemplary service to 
the people of Western North Carolina. Mr. Will 
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